Group Project:  Alternative Energy Resources
INSTRUCTIONS:  You and a partner(s) will be assigned an alternative energy resource to research and present to the class.  Your group assignment is due on ___________________________.
Group Members:  ____________________________________________________________________

Your product MUST:
· Be a one-sided, full-size poster/tri-fold with all of the required content included
· Have basic introductory information:  title, group members’ names, course name, class block number, instructor’s name
· Be primarily visuals (pictures, diagrams, graphs, etc.) and neatly TYPED and PASTED.  You will not be verbally presenting your information, so it should be clear and concisely presented on the board.
· Pasted to the back:  Include the Research Questions page and a WORKS CITED list.  Your Works Cited MUST be done in MLA format!!

Important Things to Remember:
· All members MUST participate in the research AND creating the display.
· POSTERBOARDS NEED TO BE HIGH QUALITY!!!  Accurate spelling, grammar, punctuation, etc. as well as visually appealing.  This should look like it was done by a professional!!!  
· Your group is only as strong as your weakest member!  One person SHOULD NOT be doing all the work. 

Research Guide:
· Research as much FACTUAL information as you can about your assigned topic.  Be sure to collect facts (check your source—is it biased?) along with relevant data, illustrations, diagrams, flowcharts, and any other interesting information.  Accuracy counts, so be sure to thoroughly research the facts and paraphrase the information using easily-understandable terms.
· Remember to divide and conquer the work!!

Turn in Day:
YOU ARE STILL RESPONSIBLE FOR HAVING THE POSTER ON THE DUE DATE REGARDLESS IF YOUR PARTNERS ARE PRESENT OR NOT!!! NO EXCUSES!!!  You need to coordinate with your partners!

Topics:

Hydroelectric Power (Rivers/Dams)

Tidal Energy (Coastal)





Geothermal Energy




Wind Energy

Solar Energy/Photovoltaic Cells
Biomass/Biofuels

Nuclear Energy (Fission)

Coal

Petroleum/Oil

Natural Gas

Research Questions (Questions to help guide your research):
1. Energy usage:

a. For what can this type of energy be used?  

b. Give descriptive examples and explain each of the above.
2.  Renewable status:

a. Is this energy a renewable or nonrenewable resource?  
b. Explain why the above is true.
3.  Financial cost:

a. What is the financial cost of using this type of energy (numerical value per unit of energy)?  

b. Is it cost efficient?  

c. Explain how/why the above is true.
4.  What are the positive aspects/advantages of using this type of energy? 

5.  What are the negative aspects/disadvantages of using this type of energy? 

6.  Explain the physical process(es) used to obtain energy via this source.
7.  How is the energy stored for later use? 

8.  What are the waste by-products (emissions/pollutants) of this form of energy? 

9.  Current usage:

a. Where and how is this energy currently being used in NC?  
b. Where and how is this energy currently being used in US?  

c. Where and how is this energy currently being used in worldwide?
10.  Future outlook:

a. What is the future outlook for this energy source in NC?  
b. What is the future outlook for this energy source in US?  

c. What is the future outlook for this energy source in worldwide?
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