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Streams & Rivers



Hydrologic Cycle
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×Headwater: Water that feeds rivers & gives its source

×River Basin: Land area that drains INTO larger 

RIVER

×Watershed: Smaller area of land draining into 

smaller LAKE/WETLAND

×Many watersheds = 1 river basin
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×Floodplain: Low-lying area next to rivers where 

overflown river spreads

×Mouth: END of river where it meets a larger body 

(lake/ocean)

×Delta: Deposition of sediments formed at mouth
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Watershed (River Basin)



Mississippi Watershed: 

Largest in US



River & Drainage Patterns

×High up on mountains, narrow

and V-shapechannels form due to 

downward gradient



×Rivers erode and deposit materials

×VELOCITY: Flow rate allows transport of 

materials

Stream Erosion & Deposition

Flow

Suspension: Silt 

& clay held up by 

moving water

Bed Load: Rocks, 

gravel, & sand 

pushed & rolled

along

Solution: Dissolved materials 

that cannot be seen


